THE FAILURE OF AMELIA

we have sat unmolested by my dressing room fire-side, he
reading * Amelia' (and quarreling excessively at the two
first volumes) my mother and I reading or working, or
following our own devices as it might happen/' To this
letter the learned Mrs. Carter replied, with a thrust at the
good Bishop and at Hester Mulso, one of Bichardson's
worshippers, who had flayed Mr. Booth for his treatment
of Amelia: "In favour of the Bishop of Gloucester's
cold his reading of Amelia in silence may be tolerated, but
I am somewhat scandalized that since he did not read it to
you, you did not read it yourself. Methinks I long to en-
gage you on the side of this poor unfortunate book, which
I am told the fine folks are unanimous in pronouncing to
be very sad stuff. The Bishop of Gloucester's excessive
sad quarrel with the two first volumes I am determined to
conclude proceeded from the effects of Ms cold. How to
account for Miss Mulso's unmerciful severity to Amelia is
past my skill, as it does not appear but that she was in very
good health when she read the book." Banter of this kind
Miss Talbot could not ignore. Three weeks later Mrs.
Carter received from her the news: " At last we have begun
Amelia, it is very entertaining. I do love Dr. Harrison
and the good Serjeant; and Mrs. James's visit to Amelia
has extremely diverted me. How many Mrs. James's in
that good-for-nothing London! But Mr. Fielding's hero-
ines are always silly loving runaway girls. Amelia makes
an excellent wife, but why did she marry Booth!"* More
interesting than the prattle of this advance guard of the
Blue-Stockings, is the opinion of Dr. Johnson. Twenty-five
years later, he told his friends that he "read Fielding's
* Amelia' through without stopping," and pronounced it
"the most pleasing of all the romances."t Could Fielding
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